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The Western Silk Road  

ÁHistoric  route, cultural importance 
ÁCross-border, inter-regional, international cooperation  
ÁGlobal Brand name 
ÁRich  variety of tourism destinations, products and experiences 
Á Independent travelers target market 



Source: http://media.bloomsbury.com/rep/files/13b -empire -of-alexander -the-

great.png  

Western contact with China dates back 

to Alexander the Great (356-323 BC),  

one of the first Silk Road travellers 

from the West.  

Herodotus in his Histories (450 BC), 

wrote about the speed and efficiency 

of the Persian messengers: òThere is 

nothing in the world that travels faster 

than these Persian couriers".  

Herodotus, with an English translation by A. D. Godley. Cambridge. Harvard 

University Press. 1920.  

Strong common history linking Greece and the Silk Routes 



Silk Road Tangible and Intangible Heritage: Regional Analysis   
Region of Central Macedonia 

Silk Road Branded Sites 

1. Goumenissa: ôChrissalisõ silk factory 
2. Thessaloniki ð Pilea: Textile 
industry (ôHeliosõ silk mill ð ôBenozilioõ) 

3. Edessa: Silk industry 

Alternative Silk Road Nodes 

6. Kilkis: Tobacco warehouse 
7. Policastro: Silkworm production ð 

mulberry trees 
8. Griva: ôVermionõ spinnery  
9. Naoussa: Textile industry 

 

Main Silk Road Nodes 

4. Nigrita: Silk  industry in the past 
5. Chalkidiki: Silkworm tradition 



Thessaloniki: Silk Industrial Heritage Complexes

ÁChief port of Northern Greece 

Á11 Silk factories in 1870 with quality products  

ÁSericulture was flourishing throughout the 
environs of Thessaloniki and the silk produced 
rivalled silk from Bursa.  

ÁSilk mill òHeliosó (1931ð1947). classified in 1991 
as a ôprotected historical monumentõ.  

ÁSpinning-weaving mill "Yfanetò: began operating 
during the Ottoman period, fell into decline in the 
1950õs, stopped its function in 1965, in 1993 
classified as a "historical monument". 

ÁSilk mill òBenozilioó: built before 1886, operated 
as a silk mill and then, as spinning ð weaving 
unit 

 

http://thessaloniki.photos.vagk.gr/el/photos-
gr/old-photos-gr/old-photos-people-gr/ 
http://thessaloniki.photos.vagk.gr/el/ 


