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Rapport du Secrétaire général 

Partie I : Tendances du tourisme et activités 

d) Préparatifs de l’Année internationale du tourisme durable pour le développement (2017) 

I. Introduction 

1. Le présent document fait suite à l’adoption par l’Assemblée générale de l’OMT, à sa vingt et 
unième session [Medellín (Colombie), 12-17 septembre 2015], de la résolution A/RES/653(XXI) sur 
l’Année internationale du tourisme durable pour le développement (2017).   

2. Dans la résolution A/RES/70/193 qu’elle a adoptée le 22 décembre 2015, intitulée « Année 
internationale du tourisme durable pour le développement (2017) », l’Assemblée générale des 
Nations Unies invite l’OMT à « faciliter l’organisation et la célébration de l’Année internationale, en 
collaboration avec les gouvernements et les organismes compétents des Nations Unies, ainsi qu’avec 
d’autres organisations internationales ou régionales et les autres parties prenantes concernées ». 

3. En application des résolutions ci-dessus, l’OMT a mis sur pied un Comité directeur de l’Année 
internationale du tourisme durable pour le développement, composé de membres de gouvernements, 
d’autres organisations internationales, du secteur privé, de milieux universitaires et de la société civile, 
en vue d’appuyer la conception et la mise en œuvre des activités autour de cette Année internationale. 

4. Les activités de l’OMT dans le cadre de l’Année internationale 2017 et pour la préparer 
comprendront notamment : action de plaidoyer, sensibilisation, création et diffusion de savoir, promotion 
de politiques à mener, événements, renforcement de la responsabilité sociale des entreprises et 
partenariats public-privé. 

5. Les grands rendez-vous programmés à ce jour sont les suivants : 

a) Annonce officielle des préparatifs de l’Année internationale lors de la première Conférence 
mondiale sur le tourisme pour le développement qui se tiendra à Beijing (Chine), du 18 au 21 mai 
2016 ;  

b) Lancement officiel de l’Année internationale à Madrid (Espagne) pendant le salon FITUR, 
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en janvier 2017 ; et 

c) Cérémonie de clôture à Genève (Suisse), en décembre 2017.  

6. Le Plan aux fins de la célébration de l’Année internationale du tourisme durable pour le 
développement (2017) est inclus en annexe. Il expose les principaux objectifs, les activités planifiées 
par l’OMT et les activités proposées qui seraient réalisées par les gouvernements, le secteur privé, les 
milieux universitaires, les organisations internationales, les ONG et la société civile, ainsi que les 
touristes.  

II. Suites à donner par le Conseil exécutif 

7. Le Conseil exécutif est invité à : 

a) Noter les efforts du secrétariat pour préparer l’Année internationale du tourisme durable 
pour le développement (2017) et apporter son soutien à la célébration de l’Année internationale 
et des activités connexes ; 

b) Prendre acte de l’établissement du Comité directeur de l’Année internationale du tourisme 
durable pour le développement (2017) et prendre note de l’engagement et de la mobilisation de 
ses membres ; 

c) Demander au Comité directeur de conseiller, de soutenir et d’aider le secrétariat aux fins 
de la préparation et de la réalisation des activités au titre de l’Année internationale, pour qu’elles 
cadrent avec les buts et objectifs de cette dernière ; et 

d) Encourager tous les États membres, Membres associés et Membres affiliés, le secteur 
privé, les milieux universitaires, la société civile et les autres acteurs du tourisme à se mobiliser et 
à contribuer aux préparatifs et à une célébration réussie de l’Année internationale et des activités 
connexes. 
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Annex.  Plan for the Observance of the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development 
2017 

1.  Introduction  
 
Fifty years after the celebration of the International Tourist Year on Tourism, Passport to Peace (1967) 
and fifteen years since the International Year of Ecotourism (2002), the United Nations General 
Assembly has proclaimed 2017 the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development.  
 
This decision comes at a particularly important moment for the international community and the tourism 
sector as the world embraces the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and their targets. 
 
The UN General Assembly has invited UNWTO to “facilitate the organization and implementation of the 
International Year, in collaboration with Governments, relevant organizations of the United Nations 
system, other international and regional organizations and other relevant stakeholders” (Resolution 
A/RES/70/193).  
 
This is an invaluable opportunity for the whole sector to promote the value of sustainable tourism as a 
tool for economic growth and maximize the contribution of sustainable tourism to a transformative, 
people-centered and universal development agenda.  

 
2.  Objectives  

 
The International Year aims to raise awareness of the value and contribution that sustainable tourism 
can make towards development and to engage all stakeholders in making the sector a catalyst for 
positive change. It shall help in achieving policy changes in the field of tourism development on national, 
regional and international levels. 
 
In the context of the universal SDGs and the 2030 Agenda, the International Year will highlight tourism’s 
role in fostering the following five pillars:  
 
(1) Economic growth  
 
(2) Job creation, entrepreneurship and inclusiveness  
 

(3) Environmental preservation and effective resource management 
 

(4) The promotion and protection of cultural values and heritage  
 

(5) Cultural diversity, mutual understanding and peace 
 

3.  Lines of Action  

 
The activities to be planned for the Year will be focused around five key lines of action:  

 
(1) Advocacy: To place sustainable tourism as a tool for development higher in the national, regional 
and global agendas and the promotion of a holistic approach to tourism policy. 
 
(2) Public awareness: To increase awareness among the public, particularly tourists, on their active 
role in harnessing tourism´s contribution to sustainable development.  
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(3) Knowledge creation and dissemination: To provide for a better understanding of sustainable 
tourism and its contribution to economic growth, inclusive development and environmental sustainability 
in both developing and developed countries and promote the exchange of good practices and 
knowledge sharing, particularly in terms of innovative policies and practices. 
 
(4) Policy: To promote policies that advance and maximize tourism’s contribution to the 2030 
development agenda and the SDGs at national level and foster an integral policy approach to 
sustainable tourism development.  
 
(5) Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and Public/Private Sector Partnerships: To 
accelerate the development of CSR in tourism and tourism-related companies and stimulate 
public/private sector cooperation for the development and implementation of sustainable tourism 
practices.  
 

4.  How to get engaged  
 
UNWTO invites Member and non-Member States, Associate and Affiliate Members, other international 
and regional organizations, the private sector, academia, civil society and other tourism stakeholders — 
including the billions of tourists travelling domestically and internationally every year — to engage in the 
celebration of the International Year.  
 
Activities to be undertaken by different stakeholders could include, inter alia: 
  
(1) Governments, through special national committees or focal points responsible for the celebration 
of the International Year, to organize special events, meetings and conferences; to develop 
communication and advocacy initiatives and campaigns; and to grant national awards for sustainable 
tourism initiatives and relevant research. 
 
(2) The private sector, to participate in national plans and programmes and support the building of 
new and innovative Public/Private Sector Partnerships. It can engage in activities that showcase the 
role of tourism as a tool for development and that accelerate the development of CSR in tourism and 
tourism-related companies as well as to share and engage their partners in the celebrations.  
 
(3) Academia, to engage in research to advance knowledge on the value of sustainable tourism as a 
means to development and the promotion of international understanding and peace. The establishment 
of new curricula, research, events and lecture series can also be considered, as much as the 
identification of local and global relevant initiatives.  
 
(4) International Organisations, to pay particular attention to tourism in their efforts to promote 
sustainable development. They should identify key tourism related initiatives that are relevant to their 
programme of work and highlight these through projects, events, conferences and other public 
awareness campaigns.   
 
(5) NGOs and civil society, to develop and engage in advocacy initiatives, presenting lessons 
learned and their expertise based on field experience. They may also strengthen existing networks and 
regional cooperation efforts to improve channels of communication and organize or host field visits and 
media trips to promote their work.  
 
(6) Tourists, to commit to responsible behavior towards the environment, local cultures and host 
communities when travelling in their own countries and around the world.  
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The above activities are suggestions and may be subject to decisions and definitions by the organizers 
and interested parties. UNWTO will facilitate the debate on pre-activities throughout 2016 and serve as 
the focal point for disseminating activities during the International Year. This will be done with the full 
engagement of UNWTO Member and non-Member States and other relevant partners through the 
Steering Committee.  
 

5.  UNWTO Activities 
 
The following preliminary list presents an overview of planned activities by UNWTO that will be further 
elaborated in the course of 2016. In line with the UNGA Resolution A/RES/70/193 of the International 
Year, these activities will be funded through voluntary contributions: 
 
(1) Designing and implementing a communication campaign (logo, website, etc.) to promote the 
opportunities of sustainable tourism as a key tool for development, including the engagement of tourists. 
 
(2) Using the International Year to promote and receive support for flagship initiatives of UNWTO and 
its partners, such as the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism and the 10YFP Sustainable Tourism 
Programme. 
 
(3) Holding a series of conferences and events focused on enhancing the knowledge base and the 
exchange of good practices on the linkages between sustainable tourism and development.  
 
(4) Launching a special Award on Tourism for Development to promote the best public and private 
sector initiatives, state-of-the-art research and achievements of the International Year.  
 
(5) Partnering with other UN agencies, in particular with the members of the UN Steering Committee 
on Tourism for Development, and other relevant international and regional organizations, including 
development finance institutions, in joint activities related to the International Year. 
 
In addition to activities that require voluntary contributions, the Secretariat will be engaged in: 

 
(6) Aligning the theme of World Tourism Day (WTD) 2017, Sustainable Tourism – a tool for 
development so that the activities around WTD are part of and reinforce the objectives of the 
International Year, as decided by the UNWTO General Assembly 2015. 
 
(7) Creating a mechanism in order to acknowledge initiatives aligned with the International Year. 
 

(8) Encouraging and supporting national initiatives by Member and non-Member States of UNWTO, 
and its Associate and Affiliate Members, for the International Year. 
 
(9) Seeking the active engagement of the six UNWTO Regional Commissions (Africa, the Americas, 
East Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Middle East, and South Asia) and the World Committee of Tourism 
Ethics. 
 
(10) Publishing and disseminating a flagship report on Sustainable Tourism for Development.   
 
(11) Building a strategy for mobilizing additional resources — financial and non-financial, through 
partnerships and voluntary contributions — to implement the programme and the objectives of the 
International Year. 
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