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DIVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL SETTINGS 
 





 Soanes are foremost in courage and power. At any rate, they are 

masters of the peoples around them, and hold possession of the heights of 

the Caucasus above Dioscurias. They have a king and a council of three 

hundred men; and they assemble, according to report, an army of the two 

hundred thousand; for the whole of the people are a fighting force, though 

unorganized. It is said that in their country gold is carried down by the 

mountain-torrents, and that the barbarians obtain it by means of perforated 

troughs and fleecy skins, and that this  is the origin of the myth of the 

golden fleeceé 

 

Strabo, Geography, XI. 2. 19 
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